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ever wonDer WHAT KIDS DID Back 1N New TESTAMENT TIMES?

Pid their feet get grimy walking down the
dry, sandy roads? Did they stop at the Caper-
naum Corner Market for fish and chips? Did
they have iScrolls to do their homework?

A lot of people have done a lot of research
on New Testament life. Understanding what
people did, what people ate and where
people lived helps us better understand
God's Word.

So here are some clues to life in New Testa-
ment times around the Sea of Galilee, which
isn't really a sea at all, but a large lake. In
fact, the Sea of Galilee is only two-thirds the
size of Lake Tahoe, a lake on the California/
Nevada border. (If you don't know how big
Lake Tahoe is, check out a map.)

Kids mostly lived in small villages since
about 200 villages were located on the
shores of the Sea of Galilee.

Kids spoke Aramaic unless they lived in a
bigger city; people in cities spoke Greek.
Or maybe if they were super smart or had
a dad who held an important job, they
could speak both.

Kids traveled to Jerusalem with their
families to observe Passover or the Feast
of Tabernacles. That was sort of like their
vacation. They would spend some of the
time taking part in the ceremonies, but
also spent time shopping and visiting
with family members who lived in town.
(Later, after A.D. 70 when the temple
was destroyed, they would've celebrated
these observances locally rather than
going to Jerusalem.)

Their fathers and older brothers might go
to the gymnasium for a workout and a
bath. In fact, because so many men gath-
ered there, their dads often conducted
business while exercising. Sometimes
the men would go to the stadium to see
chariot races or wrestling matches.

Kids were educated at home, but the
boys might have attended school at a
synagogue where they learned Old Testa-
ment Scripture and how to read Hebrew.

Kids might go to a doctor if they got sick,
but much was unknown and many ill-
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nesses that are easily cured today were
not curable back then.

Their families might have had a camel
or donkey for travel.

So how do facts like these help you
understand the Bible? For instance,
knowing that many of the villages were
located around the Sea of Galilee helps
you understand why the Gospels include
so many events and parables that focus
on fishing. Fishing was a part of their lives.
Fishing was how many of the men made
their money (like two apostles in the Peter
and John Fishing Company).

If you are interested in learning more, ask
your parents to help you find the book
Manners and Customs in the Bible by
Victor H. Matthews. Your church library
or even your public library might have it.
This is an adult book, but it would be an
interesting book to study with your family
during your family Bible time or one-on-
one with Dad and/or Mom.
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WE'RE ASKING WHAT ARE THE “BEST THINGS” ABOUT LIVING IN YOUR STATE. BUT SOME OF OUR
KIDSPRINT READERS DON'T LIVE IN THE U.S. MANY READERS LIVE IN CANADA (AND OTHER PLACES TOO).

(In fact, if you live some place other than the United
States, you can write and tell us what's so great about
living in YOUR country.)

So we asked the T&T™ clubbers at Victory Baptist
Church in Winnipeg, Manitoba: What is the best thing
about living in Canada? This is what they told us!

Hockey Night. — Sarah, age 9

Free country. That's not like other countries. Canada
is the best country. — Mallory, age 11

My family lives here. — Hanna, age 9

Going to Awana®. Going fun places. Doing fun
activities. — Mary, age 10

Being able to go to school and being able to go to
church on Wednesday. — Cody, age 11

There’s no war. There's HOCKEY, food, pizza and
Tim Hortons (a restaurant). — Philip, age 10

OK THEN,
WHERE’S
CANADA?

We can build snow forts and snowmen.
— Vivian, age 11

Drumheller (a town that's known for
having the world’s largest dinosaur statue).
— Lowell, age 9

Being able to go to church freely. Sledding in
the winter. Jumping on our trampoline in the summer. — Kayla, age 11

Lots of snow. — Elizabeth, age 8
The landscape. — Corwyn, age 8

THINK! Figure out which

of the letters listed in each
column go in which space
in the column below. You
will use all letters provided.
When you are done with the W
puzzle you should have a .
sentence that makes sense.

We did the first word for you
to get you started.
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WHAT DO YOU CALL
A GORILLA WITH A
BANANA IN EACH EAR?

‘NOA Jeay 3,ued 3y
“luem noA SuigiAuy

WHY DIDN'T THE CHICK
CROSS THE ROAD?

“UYIYD S| B SeM SH

WHAT DO DOGS
DO ON LAZY
AFTERNOONS?

‘s1ed payied asey)

WHAT DO YOU
WHAT VEHICLE SAYTO A
I:HSEP::I'-:: SHEEP WHO IS
CELEBRATING A
BACKWARDS AND BIRTHDAY?
FORWARDS? M3 0}
12I0RY Aepypig Addey

In the middle ages, mastiffs were
dressed in light armor to fight in battles.

The largest dog
on record is a 343
pound (156 kg)
mastiff.

The most popular dog breeds
are Labrador Retriever, German
Shepherd, Yorkshire Terrier,
Beagle and Golden Retriever.

The most popular
female dog names are
Maggie, Mollie, Lady,
Sadie and Lucy.

The most popular male
dog names are Max, Jake,
Buddy, Bally and Sam.

How many verses are you

learning for Awana this week?
Two? Four? Seven? Learn each
one in a different location. For
instance, learn one of them on
the back porch. Learn another
in the car. You could learn one

while you're setting the table for
supper. Put the reference to the
verse on a piece of paper in the
spot where you learned it. For
instance, if you're learning John
3:16 at the table, put a paper
with the reference by your plate.

Associating the words and num-
bers with a particular place will
help you memorize God's Word.

Psalm 1:2 — But his delight is
in the law of the LORD; and in
His law doth he meditate day
and night.
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