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Any way we say it — whether we put the emphasis on GOD or IS or 
LOVE — the sentence makes sense. Think about it. Isn’t this what Christmas 

is about? Christmas should be a reminder to us that we are loved. God 
sacrifi ced His Son for our dirty, fi lthy, rotten sin. And better yet, once we trust 
Him as Savior, we are never separated from His love — because of storms or 
fear or war or any other tough situation. (Check out Romans 8.) God gave us 
His Son, the ultimate gift of love. God also gave us another gift of love — the 
ability to care about one another with a love modeled on God’s love for us. 

This Christmas, let’s be thankful that God loves us so much that He sacrifi ced 
His Son. This Christmas, let’s be thankful that God gave us the capacity to love 
others — our parents, grandparents/grandchildren, aunts, uncles, siblings 
and friends.

What is the last thing 
you said you loved?

“I love mom’s chili.” 
“I love my new hat and scarf.”

“I love snow days.”
You might LIKE those things, but are your feelings for chili, your new 
hat and scarf, and snow days really in the LOVE category? No, not 
anywhere close. Love is so much more than our feelings about hats 
or school vacations. Love is powerful and giving. Love changes lives.
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GOD is love.  God IS love.  God is LOVE.
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In fact we can defi ne love in one word – God.
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Merry Christmas!

1 John 4:10-11: Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that He 
loved us, and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins. 

Beloved, if God so loved us, we ought also to love one another.
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I once made a remark about the hidden books of the Bible — it was a lulu; 
kept people looking so hard for facts, but for others it was a revelation. Some 
were in a jam, especially since the names were not capitalized, but the truth 
fi nally struck home to numbers of readers — to others, it was a real job.

We want it to be a most fascinating few moments for you. Yes, there will be 
really easy ones for you to spot, others may require judges to help them. I 
will quickly admit it usually takes a minister to fi ne one of them, and there 
will be loud lamentations when it is found. One woman says she brews a 
cup of tea so she can concentrate better. See how well you can compete. 
Relax now, for there really are sixteen books of the Bible found here.

 The fi rst cookie made by 
a company (and not by 
Mom) is the animal cracker.

 Animal crackers were origi-
nally edible tree ornaments.

 Top-selling cookies include 
Oreos®, Chips Ahoy® and 
Nilla Wafers®.

 You can visit the National 
Cookie-Cutter Museum 
in Joplin, Missouri.

 Tinsmiths were making 
cookie cutters way back 
in the 1700s.

 The earliest Christmas 
cookies were made 
of gingerbread.

 Chocolate chip is the offi  cial 
state cookie of both Massa-
chusetts and Pennsylvania.

 Fifty percent of cookies 
baked at home are choco-
late chip.

(Acts, Amos, Esther, Hebrews, James, Job, Judges, Kings, Lamentations, Luke, Mark, Numbers, Peter, 
Revelation, Ruth, Titus)

Can you find the 

16 books of the Bible 
hidden in the following 

paragraphs? Some are 

found as whole words, 

but others are parts 

of two or three words.

You get tinselitus.

What happens when 
you eat Christmas 

decorations? 

What 
did the 

snowman 
win at the 
Olympics?

A cold medal.

Where do 
snowmen 

get 
information?

On the winternet.

Why did the little boy 
wear only one boot?

The snow was a foot deep.

What 
does a 

snowman 
wear on 
his head?

An ice cap.
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Make yourself a set of refrigerator magnets. You can buy sheets of 
magnetized material at hobby and craft stores.

Write each word of a verse on piece of paper. (To make the magnets 
stronger, use card stock paper.) Cut a piece of the magnetized material 
to stick on the back of the paper. Arrange the words in the right order. Mix 
them up. Do it again and again as you’re waiting for Dad or Mom to fi x 
supper (after YOU set the table, of course).

Keep the words and add to them when you learn your next verse — soon 
you’ll have a set of Bible word magnets (though you’ll continually need to 
add new words).

By the way, you can also purchase magnetic sheets that are glossy white on 
one side and magnetized on the other. This way, you can print the words on 
the computer instead of writing them. This is a little more expensive, but it 
might be a project you can do with your family.

HERE’S A FUN WAY 
to memorize a verse! 

Going to Awana®, the state bird is a Brown Pelican, 
and the state fl ower is a Magnolia. 

MACKENZIE age 9

What makes my state great is that we 
have awesome fi shing and hunting. 

Louisiana is the birthplace of jazz, and we 
have Avery Island, the Audubon Zoo, the 

Aquarium, tons and tons of lakes - you’ll never 
get bored in Louisiana. ABIGAIL age 9

Best FOOD! GREGORY age 10

Louisiana is COOL! COLTON age 8

Our state is along the Gulf and is shaped like a boot. 
MODESTY age 9

LSU Tigers! ZACHARY age 10

We asked the kids at First Baptist Church 
in Rosepine, Loiusiana what’s GREAT about 

their STATE. Here’s what they said:

Color 
Louisiana.

Hey!Hey!Hey!
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